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   HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

This week, the children were excited to start their 

swimming and Forest School sessions. These 

broader learning opportunities are so important as 

they encourage physical activity outside of the 

classroom environment, which in turn promotes 

health and well-being. Linking onto this, we have 

also reviewed our extra-curricular club provision. 

We used pupil voice to find out about the children’s 

interests and the clubs they would like to see run in 

school. We are committed to providing a range of 

after-school clubs that appeal to a wide cross-

section of our children. Our first round of clubs will 

start after October half term and there will be the 

usual electronic signing up sheet sent to parents 

before the children break up. 

 

Today is the last day to take part in our parent 

homework survey. We have already had a great 

response with 130 parents sharing their views and 

opinions about homework. As a school, we really 

value your thoughts and we are keen to make 

informed decisions which take into account your 

views. I will be writing to you on Monday to let you 

know the results and the decisions for moving 

homework forward this term. In the meantime, 

please keep up with the daily reading and number 

bonds or times tables. 

 

On Wednesday 28th September, at 7.30pm, we will 

be holding our Friends of Speenhamland School 

(FOSS) meeting in the school hall. FOSS do an 

incredible job of fundraising for the school and rely 

heavily on parent support to generate new 

fundraising ideas and help run events. It would be 

lovely to welcome new parents to the meeting, 

especially as there will be the opportunity to put 

yourself forward for a particular role. Please come 

along and get actively involved in our school 

community. 

 

Have a restful weekend. 

 

Mrs J Lewry 

Headteacher 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
 

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 can get 

free schools meals whether the parents receive  

benefits or not, under the  

Universal Infant Free School Meal scheme. 

If you receive benefits it is still important that you 

complete a free school meals application, even if 

you don’t want your child to 

receive a free meal. 

Your child’s school will get extra government funding 

for every child registered as eligible for a free school 

meal if their parents receive benefits. This funding is to 

support learning and is called the ‘pupil premium’. 
 

Children in other year groups could be eligible for free 

school meals if their parents receive any of the  

following types of benefit: 

 Universal Credit – if your annual net earned 

income is no more than £7,400 (after tax and 

not including any benefits you get) 

 Income Support 

 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 

 support under Part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 

 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four 

weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit. 

Young people who receive income support or     

Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance in their own 

right are also entitled to free school meals. 
 

How to Apply 
Visit the West Berkshire Council website to carry out 

an online eligibility check at Apply for Free School 

Meals - West Berkshire Council 

Telephone West Berkshire Council FSM Team on 

01635 503622 for help with your application. 

If you are found to be eligible then the council will in-

form the school directly.  

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/free-school-meals-apply
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/free-school-meals-apply
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/free-school-meals-apply
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This Week’s Achievement and PSHE Awards  

    

   SCHOOL    PSHE 

Wisteria   Jaime Prins    Alex Keogh  

Cherry   Poppy Cousins    Riley Aitken  

Oak    Aaliyah Proctor    Coco Dallas  

Ash    Zach Fuell     Lily Heaver  

Hawthorn   Sebastian Rudd    Abbie King  

Juniper   Berat Findik     Morgan Graham  

Maple   Henry West    Taran Satheesh  

Acer    Abdul Wahab    Brittany Cordova  

Redwood   Anna Horbyk    Ella Noka  

Cedar   Thomas Collins    Gabriel Zalari  

 

Year 6 SECONDARY SCHOOL 

ONLINE APPLICATIONS 
 

All parents of Year 6 pupils can apply on their  

home local authority on-line application system.  

A flyer was sent out this week. 

 

The West Berkshire Council  

online application is found at: 

 

  https://www.westberks.gov.uk/school-

admissions-places 

 

 The closing date: 31 October 2022. 

NEWSLETTER 

ATTENDANCE 
 

This week’s attendance is 94.04% 

Last week’s attendance was 97.78% 
 

Let’s all try to improve on this next week. 

 

EYFS TEACHING 

ASSISTANT 
Required as soon as possible 

 

We have an exciting opportunity within our school for 

a Teaching Assistant to work in our  

Early Years Foundation Stage class.   

 Apprenticeship route also available 

1 Year FTC Full Time 

Grade B1 to B3 £18,333 to £18.887 pro rata 
 

For an application pack and further information, 

please email Mrs J Burgess (Office Manager): 
jburgess@speenhamland.newburyacademytrust.org 

London to Brighton 

Off Road Cycle 
 

Congratulation to our caretaker James and his 

son who completed the  

London to Brighton 

Off Road Cycle last Saturday,  

They would like to thank everyone who  

supported them and helped to raise over £600 

for the Mind charity. 
 

Well done James and Louie! 
 

 

 

The Dragon’s Eggs results for this week are: 
  

1st Azul 272 

2nd Verde 227 

3rd Laal 212 

4th Zolty 209 

 

Congratulations to Azul!  

HOUSE WINNER 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/school-admissions-places
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/school-admissions-places


CHILDREN’S AMAZING WORK THIS WEEK  
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In KS1, we have been learning about the Great Fire of London and today we had a visit 

from the fire brigade.  

We learnt lots about what they wear, the equipment they use, their fire engine and how to keep safe.  

Scarlett in Oak class said she enjoyed seeing Miss Buckell dressed in the uniform!  

This week, Wisteria Class enjoyed exploring paint in our art sessions!  They looked at poster paint,  

powder paint and water colour - we were amazed at how powder paint changed when water was added!  

In the Lower Juniors, we carried on 

experimenting in art, this time using 

charcoal to create negative space.   

Hieroglyphic work from Acer Class 

by Lilly and Alex  


