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English: 
Genre: Transmission Journal. Purpose: 
To inform.  
Unit: Mars Transmission 
In our non-fiction unit, we pretend that 
we have gone on a mission to Mars and 
become stranded. Children will learn to 
write a transmission journal to 
communicate with NASA. Learning this 
term will include the introduction of 
brackets, dashes and commas to indicate 
parenthesis.  
 
Genre: Narrative Science fiction. 
Purpose: To entertain and speculate.  
Unit: Cosmic 
Science fiction is the focus for the rest of 
spring term. Using Frank Cottrell Boyce’s 
book ‘Cosmic’ as a stimulus, the Upper 
Juniors will learn to embed much of the 
learning they have already done this year. 
This includes parenthesis, relative clause 
and modal verbs. They will also revise 
many skills from previous years including 
direct speech. This will all combine to 
create a wonderful science fiction story of 
their own. 

Geography: 
 
During the spring term, pupils will learn 
about volcanoes and earthquakes. They 
will look at earthquakes, what they are 
and why they occur. Pupils will look at 
how they are measured, how we can keep 
safe during one, what a tsunami is and 
how they occur before looking at the 
damage they cause and how we can keep 
safe. 
 

 

DT: 
Birdhouses:  
In the spring term, we will be studying the 
nature within our own site by knowing the 
names of some of the birds that might be 
found and how they nest. This will result 
in our pupils identifying features of bird 
houses and designing their own. They will 
then choose appropriate materials suited 
to the purpose in order to build and 
evaluate their own bird house. 

 

Modern Foreign Language: 
On y va! - All aboard 
In this unit, children learn weather and 
transport words. They recognise the days 
of the week and join sentences with ‘and’ 
and ‘but’. They talk about ways in which 
people travel. 
 
Raconte-moi une histoire! - Tell me a 
story! 
In this unit, children understand a familiar 
story in French. They use an appropriate 
adjective to describe a character. They 
extend their number knowledge to 100. 
 

Music: 
This term we will be using our music 
programme, Charanga, to focus on the 
unit; You’ve got a friend in Me in the 
style of 70s Ballad/Pop. 
 

 

 
 
In addition, the following will be taught: 
 

Maths: 
During this term, we will be focusing on 
our arithmetic skills as well as our 
reasoning and problem solving.  
 
Following the White Rose Scheme of 
Work for Year 5, the children will study: 

Science: 
Forces  
In spring 2, children will explore what 
gravity is and how it affects Earth. They 
will also explore friction, water resistance 
and air resistance. They will end the unit 
by understanding the purpose of levers, 

Computing: 
Using Purple Mash, the children will learn 
about: 
 
Be familiar with what a blog is and what it 
looks like 



Multiplication & Division, Fractions, 
Decimals & Percentages, Perimeter & 
Area, Statistics.  
 
Following the White Rose Scheme of 
Work for Year 6, the children will study: 
Ratio, Algebra, Decimals, Fractions, 
Decimals & Percentages, Area, Perimeter 
& Volume, Statistics 

pulleys and gears and their effect on 
force.  
 
As part of working scientifically, children 
will focus on observing, measuring and 
recording. They will be able to make 
accurate and precise measurement, 
select appropriate equipment, develop 
their own keys for recording and record in 
a variety of ways e.g. bar graphs, tables 
and labelled diagrams. 

Create an appropriate blog and 
contribute to their own and the work of 
other bloggers (in school only) 
 

 
PE: 
This term, will see a focus on Real PE. 
This unit will focus on the children’s 
physical skills moving from a dynamic 
balance into a quick movement including 
a change of direction and develop their 
static balance techniques.  They will then 
transfer these skills into team sport 
activities. 
 
Redwood class will also be continuing 
with their swimming sessions. 

 

RE: 
During the second part of the term, pupil 
will learn about Christianity for the final 
time, this enquiry draws all previous 
learning together. 
 

 

PSHE: 
In the second spring puzzle, the children 
investigate the risks associated with 
smoking and how it affects the lungs, liver 
and heart. Likewise, they learn about the 
risks associated with alcohol misuse.  

They are taught a range of basic first aid 
and emergency procedures (including the 
recovery position) and learn how to 
contact the emergency services when 
needed. The children investigate how 
body types are portrayed in the media, 
social media and celebrity culture. They 
also learn about eating disorders and 
people’s relationships with food and how 
this can be linked to negative body image 
pressures.  

 

 
Other Key Information: 

Boom Reader: 
Upper Junior children are still expected to 
read daily and for this to be recorded 
using Boom Reader.  The children can 
record this themselves, however, we still 
require at least 3 reads to be recorded by 
an adult or carer.  Once your child is 
confident with reading the book, they will 
need to quiz using Accelerated Reader in 
school. 
 

 

TT Rockstars: 
Alongside reading daily, Upper Junior 
children should be practising their times 
tables using the TTRS website on a daily 
basis.  Games last between 1 and 5 
minutes, and develop fluency which is a 
crucial skill which underpins a large 
proportion of the Maths curriculum. 
 
 

 

PE kit and Uniform: 
We ask that the children’s PE kits are 
brought in to school on a Monday, and 
we will send them home on a Friday for 
them to be cleaned over the weekend. If 
your child comes home in their PE kit, 
please could it be returned in case 
additional PE sessions occur. 
The PE kit should contain the following 
items: navy shorts, Speenhamland PE t-
shirt, navy trousers, navy jumper and 
trainers. Also spare socks, hairbands and 
earring tape.  
 
Please ensure everything is very clearly 
named so nothing goes missing.  
 
 
 

 
 


